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Curriculum links 

RE  

Outcome: 

 Students will visually summarise their understanding of the values, principles, acts and qualities of a just 

leader.  

Teacher: 

Students individually, or in pairs complete the concept puzzle tree.  

You may prefer to complete the concept puzzle tree as a class, discussing each component as it is placed on 

the tree.  Please see the Teachers Guide tree for suggested arrangement 

Guide prior discussion to explore how Scripture, Catholic Social Teaching principles and Dimensions of Justice 

form the ‘roots’ and foundation for a just leader. Arrange/write the labels in a way that shows their 

connection. For example, beneath the tree, you might place Catholic Social Teaching Principles of ‘Common 

Good’, ‘Solidarity’ and ‘Human dignity’ near the label for ‘Commutative Justice’.  ‘Subsidiarity’ and 

‘Preferential Option for the poor’ are closely related to Distributive Justice (See teacher guide tree). Discussing 

the connection between the Dimensions of Justice and Catholic Social Teaching principles may be done as a 

whole class, with the rest of the task completed individually.  

 The results of these principles are the Spiritual and Corporal acts of mercy, which can be placed along the 

‘trunk’ or ‘branches’ of the tree.   

The qualities and values of a just leader are shown on the ‘leaves’ or ‘fruit’ of the tree. 

Cut out labels have been provided, however depending on ability range, you may prefer to have students 

write and illustrate it themselves, and only provide or display a list of the necessary components that need to 

be included for reference. 

 

 

  

  

   

   



Use this guide to fill in your Just Leader tree. 

What makes a Just leader? 

Beneath the tree: 

Choose a key scripture. Write it in the deepest  ground layer. 

Fill the middle ground with  ideas and principles that make a Just leader. 

 

What do these principles lead us to do? 

Trunk or branches 

Fill  inside or around the trunk with the acts of mercy. 

 

Just leaders are….. 

Leaves or fruit 

Fill the top of the tree with the qualities and values YOU think a just leader has.  

 

You need to include all the labels. Think about how to arrange them to show how they 

are connected. 

You might like to use the cut out labels provided, or get creative and write and illustrate 

them in yourself in an interesting way!  
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The common good 

Instructing 

Advising 

Challenging injustice 

Consoling 

Comforting 

Forgiving 

Patience 

Praying 

Visit the sick and imprisoned 

Bury the dead 

Shelter the homeless 

Clothe the naked 

Feed the hungry 

Give drink to the thirsty 

Tree labels and helpful definitions 

Subsidiarity 

Stewardship 

Participation 

Human Dignity 

Stewardship 

Preferential option 

for the poor 

An easy guide to Catholic Social Teaching Principles

CST principles unpacked

Human Dignity 

Common good

Solidarity

Subsidiarity

Participation

Stewardship

Preferential Option for the poor



 

Just Leaders 
 



 

Just Leaders 
 

Preferential option 

for the poor 

Human Dignity 

Solidarity 
Subsidiarity 

Stewardship Participation 

The common good 

Visit the sick and imprisoned 

Bury the dead 

Instructing 

Advising 

Challenging injustice 

Consoling 

Comforting 

Forgiving 

Patience 

Praying 

Shelter the homeless 

Clothe the naked 

Feed the hungry 

Give drink to the thirsty 



We need to care for the 

earth and its resource. 



Feed the hungry 

Give drink to the thirsty 

Clothe the naked 

Shelter the homeless 

Visit the sick and 

imprisoned 

Bury the dead 

Instructing 

Advising 

Challenging 

injustice 

Consoling 

Comforting 

Forgiving 

Patience 

Praying 


